SPIRIT OF THE PIONEER
A newsletter for the families and friends of
the Eugene Pioneer Cemetery
(Across from McArthur Court)
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Alton C. McCully
“A GENTLE MAN”

By Ruth Lake Holmes
Sec./Treas. of Eugene Pioneer Cemetery Association
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Thank You,
Mr. George Beebe
by
Ruth Lake Holmes

I write with a mixture of sorrow and affection
of the passing of Alton C. McCully, a
longtime member and active supporter of
Eugene Pioneer Cemetery Association and
the Eugene Pioneer Cemetery Endowment
Fund Corporation.
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Alton was born in Halsey, Oregon on March
9, 1912 and passed away of age-related
illness on October 27, 2004. Alton’s beloved
wife and partner during their 54 years of
IN MEMORIUM
marriage, Dorothy Scarlett Swain McCully,
preceded him in death in September 2001.
Alton Campbell McCully
She and both of his parents are at rest in
March 9, 1912 – October 27, 2004
the McCulley lot in our cemetery.
Alton was an outdoorsman and enjoyed
Alton was a lawyer (graduate of the U of O, skiing at Willamette Pass Ski Area
together with his family and friends.
and the U of O Law School). He was a
charter Board member of the Eugene
Pioneer Cemetery Endowment Fund
Corporation. As its treasurer,he canvassed
banks, businesses, and civic-minded
individuals for donations to the non-profit
corporation, and saw the Fund’s assets rise
from $100 in 1975 to over $340,000 when
he stepped down in 1999 . He oversaw
investments that increased the Fund safely.
His financial reports were a key part of
corporation Board meetings and were both
readable and precise.

What’s in
this issue?

He was member of the First Christian
Church. And a member of the Eugene
Gleemen whose motto is For The Sheer
Joy Of Singing! At his Memorial Service
the Eugene Gleemen sang, “Amazing
Grace”, “The Happy Wanderer” and
“The Oregon Trail”.
He was also a life member of the Girl
Scouts. (this is correct!) Both Dorothy
and Alton were widely-known for their
many, many years of dedicated service
to The Girl Scouts of Lane County.

But Alton McCully was more than all this to
the Association. Alton’s gentle voice
moderated many Board discussions with
the soft backup of reason. His visions were
always detailed and to the point, and
provided guidance with which all Board
members were in agreement.

Family was important to him. Alton is
survived by five children: Rosalee Brus,
George McCully, Ruth McCully, John
McCully and Nancy McCully-Cross; ten
grand-children;and eight greatgrandchildren.

And, always, Alton had that winning smile
(sometimes a mischievous grin) that so
endeared him to each of us.

Alton will be greatly missed and long
remembered by all who had the privilege
of knowing and working with this gentle
man.

A Little Girl’s
Last Request
by
Quentin A. Holmes
Aerial View
of
Eugene Pioneer
Cemetery
Seen Recently in The
Cemetery
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Eugene Pioneer
Cemetery
Endowment Fund
by
Sara A. Leiman

Any Comments or
Questions?
Please write or
phone us!
EPCA
c/o Ruth Lake Holmes
881 Oakway Rd.
Eugene, OR 97401
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Phone: (541) 345-8686
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THANK YOU, MR. GEORGE BEEBE!

by Ruth Lake Holmes
Sec./Treas. of Eugene Pioneer Cemetery Association
In 1990 the Cemetery had become somewhat
overgrown with large shrubs that hid headstones,
and trees that were in need of judicious trimming.
While in the Cemetery you could only see, or be
seen, for a short distance – i.e., walking alone your
security could be at risk. Today, the Cemetery
looks well cared for, and visitors and security
patrols can see throughout its 16 acres. Eugene
Pioneer Cemetery is now safely enjoyed by dozens
of people each day.
Much of the credit for this long-term improvement
goes to E.P.C.A. Board Member George Beebe
who has been an active in the Eugene Pioneer
Cemetery Association since 1970. He has the rare
ability to take on a project that seems totally
overwhelming to others, organize it into steps that
are doable, and then carry them out serially over a
period of years. George had a vision of what the
Cemetery could look like. This vision closely
followed and implemented the Eugene Pioneer
Cemetery Preservation Plan prepared by the firm of
Donovan & Associates.
George Beebe not only plans the tasks, he also
personally guides the ensuing effort. George is
always the “first man on the ground” and the last to
leave Cemetery work parties. Wherever George is,
he exemplifies the words “a dynamo of energy”.

From 1978 until he retired in 1999, George worked
as purchasing agent for Wah Chang Metals in
Albany, Oregon. He drove from Eugene to Albany
each work day. George’s expertise in purchasing
stands the Cemetery Association in good stead
when it is purchasing equipment, supplies or
services.
George Beebe’s hobby is restoring antique cars.
Some twenty years ago he started restoring a 1932
Chrysler sedan. It now resides in his garage in
show room condition, and has been recently driven
to an antique automobile show in Victoria, British
Columbia. Much earlier, at age nineteen, George
began the task of completely restoring a 1928
Chrysler roadster (see photo). Today this car is in a
large shed behind their house. After all these years
it starts immediately, and has been driven to Las
Vegas, Nevada where it won an award for “Best in
Class”. He and Karen wear vintage clothing while
driving it. (And, the roadster’s horn still gives out
an authentic “oo-oo-gah” too.)
George’s consistent efforts have resulted in a
Cemetery that makes lot owners feel proud and
pleased, and also serves as a restful “green area”
that is safely enjoyed by hikers, walkers, students,
neighbors, and school field trip classes.
And, his great-uncle, Lamar T. Beebe, who died in
1908 and is at rest in Lot 134, would have been as
proud of him as we are.
THANKS, GEORGE!

George C. Beebe was born in 1937 in Portland,
Oregon. As he was growing up, the Beebe family
lived in Portland, then in Astoria, and then in
Medford, Oregon. In 1957 the family moved to Los
Angeles, California where George met the love of
his life, Karen. The two married in January 1959.
George and Karen came to Eugene in 1965, and
George went to work for L. J. Manufacturing (heavy
equipment) as purchasing agent.
George and Karen lived in an apartment until their
home out on Lorraine Highway was completed in
the Spring of 1966. George and Karen raised two
sons, Robert and Brad. Robert lives in Portland
and works for Intel. He and his wife have a son
and a daughter. Brad lives in Eugene and works
training long-haul truck drivers (traveling more than
15,000 miles/month in an eighteen-wheeler). He
and his wife have two sons.

George Beebe With The Award-Winning
1928 Chrysler Roadster He Restored.
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A LITTLE GIRL’S LAST REQUEST

by Quentin A. Holmes
E.P.C.A. Board Member
Visitors to the Eugene Pioneer Cemetery often
notice the pale-blue, above ground vault that is
located in the South-East section. There is a story
(actually an oral tradition from the early 1900’s)
about this lot that goes,
“A little girl was only a few years old when her
mother passed away. A couple of years later the
little girl came down with influenza and with each
passing week she grew steadily weaker and
weaker. The little girl was was absolutely terrified
of the dark. She was also smart enough to realize
that soon she too would die. Remembering her
Mother’s funeral, the little girl made people
promise NOT to bury her in the cold, dark ground.
After she succumbed to the illness, the little girl’s
body was placed in this above ground vault
directly over her Mother’s grave.”
This oral story was told to my Mother in 1927 by
my great-grandmother, Bertha Emery Lake.
The Eugene Pioneer Cemetery Association has
never had a respondent for this lot, and the people
who might have first-hand knowledge have long
since passed away. Historical records from the
I.O.O.F. Lodge list Mr. George L. Smith as the
original warranty deed holder of lot 463. They also
show Lilly B. Smith (a young mother who died at
age 33 on February 22, 1913), as having been
buried in the south half of this lot. We have no
written record of the little girl, but if you think about
it in your heart you will see this lovely story is true.

Aerial View Of Eugene Pioneer Cemetery.
18th Avenue runs East-West in the foreground. The
wide street along the right side is University Street.
U.of O. Education Building is in the upper-left corner.
(Photo received from Everett Smith.)

SEEN RECENTLY IN THE CEMETERY

As decades came and went, freezing and thawing
gradually took its toll on the vault’s exterior. In the
mid-1980’s, Mr. Bob Lacey – then Chairman of
Pioneer Memorial Park Association – personally
repaired and repainted the vault’s exterior so it
would look pretty again.
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The Little Girl’s Final Resting Place.

Huge Black Walnut Tree in Fall Splendor.
(In the South-West of the Cemetery). 3

EUGENE PIONEER CEMETERY ENDOWMENT FUND
.

by Sara A. Leiman
Treasurer of Eugene Pioneer Cemetery Endowment Fund

The Fund was started nearly 30 years ago to provide a growing fund for the maintenance of and
improvements to the Cemetery. Our historic grounds are NOT a perpetual care cemetery, and all upkeep
and projects are either done by volunteers and family members, or through donations to the Association
or Endowment Fund. Your capital contributions to the Fund are not spent, only the income on these
contributions is used by the Cemetery, now and in the future. To keep our Cemetery looking good, this
Fund must grow to keep up with increasing expenses. Please consider a donation, now or in your estate
planning. Your donations are tax deductible.
Hearty thanks to recent contributors to the Eugene Pioneer Cemetery Endowment Fund:
Bequests: From the estate/trust of Evelyn Malkasian, ‘03
$500 or more: Betty Holeman, ‘03
$100-$249: Gene Foley, ‘04 ; Clarence O. Hample, ‘03 ; Clayton Jones, ‘04 ; Sara Leiman, in honor of
Evelyn Malkasian, ‘03 ; Mary Jean Pagter, ‘04 ; Marjory Smith, ‘03
$50-$99: Ingrid Carmichael, in honor of Alton McCully, ‘04 ; Mary Jane Dobson, ‘03 & ‘04 ;
Charles and Ruth Harshberger, ‘03 & ‘04 ; Ruth Lake Holmes, in honor of Alton McCully, ‘04 ;
Julie Marlette, ‘04 ; Roger Smith, ‘03
Up to $49: Milton Bilderback, ‘04 ; John and Elizabeth Briscoe, ‘03 ; G.D and S.C. Christian, ‘04 ;
Carol and William Holman, ‘03 & ‘04 ; Helen Reed, ‘03 & ‘04 ; Roger Smith, ‘04 ; Ruth Straton, ‘03 ;
Maria D. Tanner, ‘03 & ‘04 ; Garth and Marie Wilson, ‘03 & ‘04

Eugene Pioneer Cemetery Association
c/o Ruth Lake Holmes
881 Oakway Road
Eugene, OR 97401
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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