SPIRIT OF THE PIONEER
A newsletter for the families and friends of
the Eugene Pioneer Cemetery
(Across from McArthur Court)

FALL 2006
GENE E. FOLEY, Jr.

BOARD
MEMBER, EUGENE PIONEER CEMETERY ENDOWMENT
FUND

Through R.O.T.C.Gene was commissioned
as a U.S.Army 2nd Lt. upon graduation in
June 1978. He served as an officer in the
U.S. Army Reserve until 1990, and was a
Captain when Honorable Discharged.
In 1978, Gene went to work as a Zone
Representative for International
Harvester Credit Corporation.

Gene Foley: Board
Member , Eugene
Pioneer Cemetery
Endowment Fund

Sons of Union
Veterans of the Civil;
War are Revitalizing
Our Civil War Plot..

We are fortunate indeed to have Gene Foley
serving on the Endowment Fund Board.
Three family names, “Quimby”, “Emery”, and
“Foley” – synonymous with integrity and
accomplishment – are his forbearers!

Gene was raised in Walla Walla through 5th
grade. They moved briefly to Seattle then
to Oregon where Gene attended through
11th grade. His Senior year of High School
was back in Walla Walla. After graduating
in 1973, he enlisted in the Army. Gene did
advanced training in artillery, and was
stationed at Ft. Lewis. After an Honorable
Discharge, in 1976, Gene enrolled at Junior
Class level in Eastern Washington Univ. in
Cheney, Washington majoring in Finance.
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by Ruth Lake Holmes, Sec. - Treas.
Eugene Pioneer Cemetery Association

Great-great grandfather,Edward E. Quimby
was an active property developer – he laid
out the Quimby Addition (near Blair Street)
to Eugene. Gene’s great-great grandfather,
Joseph Emery, helped found Corvallis
Academy in 1858. In 1868, it became
Oregon Agricultural College (now OSU).
Gene’s great grandfather, Charles M.
Emery, was active in the insurance
business in Eugene and Roseburg, and
also in civic affairs. He would take Gene
and younger brother, Michael, on car rides
just to explain the countryside. Gene’s
father, Gene E Foley, Sr., was a private
businessman in Walla Walla, Washington.
These fine gentlemen are all buried in our
cemetery. Their traditions live on in Gene.
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Mr. Gene E. Foley, Jr.

Standing by a lilac bush he planted
on his lot in our cemetery.
In 1991, Gene Foley entered the highlycompetitive Finance Industry. After a
brief stint with other firms Gene then
joined A.G Edwards in Portland where
he spent 22 years focused on Financial
Transactions (i.e., buying and selling
decisions).
In October 2006, Gene transitioned to
SmithBarney where, as a Sr. Vice
President, his focus is on long-term
Asset Allocation Models.
Gene’s daughter, Caitlin, is currently a
freshman at Portland State University.
Her fields of study are Writing and Art.
(Caitlin is a very talented artist!)
Gene’s story also has romance in it.
While on holiday in St Petersburg,
Russia he met Yelena, a talented ballet
dancer who had performed with the
Ballet Company of the Moscow Circus,
Barnaul Ballet Company and the
Ensemble of Folk Music and Dance of
Siberia Military District. They were
married in the U.S. in August, 2000.
( Please see GENE FOLEY on page 3)
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Any Comments or
Questions?
Please write or
phone us!
EPCA
c/o Ruth Lake Holmes
881 Oakway Rd.
Eugene, OR 97401
Phone: (541) 345-8686
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Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War are Revitalizing Our Civil War Plot.

by Ruth Lake Holmes, Secretary-Treasurer
Eugene Pioneer Cemetery Association
The Civil War Plot with its distinctive granite statue of a Grand Army of the Republic soldier standing at rest
has served as the centerpiece of our cemetery for nearly a century. During the intervening decades the
persistent Oregon rain, and occasional vandalism, have wreaked their toll on the individual memorials. Mr.
John Smeed, who for many years served as President of our Endowment Fund, spent several years
diligently researching a list of the name and vital statistics that belonged on each damaged headstone.
Last June, the Son’s of Union
Veterans of The Civil War
graciously took on the task of
revitalizing our Grand Army of the
Republic (GAR) Civil War Plot.
They began by performing a
detailed inventory of the Union
Veterans of the Civil War that are
buried in our cemetery. In all, one
hundred twenty-six (126) Union
soldiers lie at rest in our cemetery.
The headstones for three (3)
soldiers are toppled over and in
need of resetting. Twenty-five (25)
soldiers have headstones that are
so badly damaged that they need
to be replaced. Under the capable
and energetic leadership of Randol
B. Fletcher, some fourteen
replacement headstones were
ordered from the Veteran’s
Administration, and have arrived.
Three of these replacements have
now been installed. In addition,
eight of the badly weathered
original headstones have been
restored to a gleaming white. This
feat was accomplished by dint of
laborious hand scrubbing with a
cleaning solution that was
discovered by Mrs. Fletcher.

Civil War Plot – As it looked in February 2006.

They plan to complete not only
cleaning of the remaining
weathered headstones, but also
to complete installation of all
fourteen replacement markers
before next “Decoration Day”. A
key part of the Memorial Day
observance in our cemetery on
May 28th, 2007 will be a formal
rededication of the Grand Army
of the Republic Civil War Plot.
Thank you, Sons of Union
Veterans of the Civil War!

Civil War Plot – As of September 30, 2006. (Three tall2
white headstones in the front row are new replacements.)
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Dr. Norton E. Winnard:
An
Early Lane County Physician

by Ruth Lake Holmes, Sec. – Treasurer
Eugene Pioneer Cemetery Association
What?? A Doctor who succumbed to the 1897
Alaska Gold Rush and left a practice in Chicago to
go to the Copper River? Yes! In February 1898,
Dr. Norton E. Winnard (age 33), who later became
a physician in Eugene, caught a train to Portland,
and took the steamer, “Chilkat”, to Valdez, Alaska.
His granddaughter, Margaret Lemon Vanderburg
(an EPCA member), has compiled his letters home
to his wife, Charlotte. Excerpts provide a look at
that historic era from a “Goldrushers” viewpoint.
March 13, 1898: “When we cast anchor in a small
bay, some Indians came to sell us fish. They took
us in canoes made by hollowing out logs. They live
in board shanties with a hole to let out smoke. Their
chief took me to see a sick girl who had dysentery.
I told the chief I would send her medicine. The most
interesting thing was the Indian Cemetery. Some
had very pretty monuments of finest marble, some
had bought blankets and hung them on trees.”
March 15, 1898: “We finally reached Valdez and
have been unloading all day. There are about 3,000
people here. We camp here in the woods til we get
our goods to the foot of the glacier 5 miles away. It
takes about 3 weeks to the summit of the glacier.”
Easter Sunday, 1898: ”Reached foot of the glacier.
Over next 2 miles there are 3 pitches that can
scarcely be climbed. The first two ‘benches’ have
trails up them. On one we can draw a small load or
carry 50 Lbs. We decided to go up the steepest
way by means of rope and pulley. We combined
with 7 others and put two big sleigh loads together
and used an 800 foot rope with a pulley fastened up
top. We took hold of the rope and walked down
and the sled went up in a hustle. We got it all up by
midnight. We work nights. Not so many people in
our way. It freezes nights and sleds run so easier.”
April 24, 1898: “We are at the foot of the Summit.
It is quite steep and ¾ mile in length. We can get
everything over the Summit in less than a week
now if we have good weather. The thermometer is
10° above zero. It was 20° below the other night.”
May 31, 1898: “We have been here for about 2
weeks now at what is called 12 Mile Camp. As I sit
here I hear the constant bang bang of hammers
and the swish swish of the saws. Boats are being
built by the hundreds along the stream. From now
on our journey is by water. It is 10 miles from here
to the lake, 20 miles across the lake, then 32 miles
from the lake to the Copper River. We want to go
up the Copper River but it may be too swift for us.”

On July 8, 1898: “I got your letter dated May 24.
We had some bad luck. We started down the river
and one boat shipwrecked. Downstream floated our
precious things. If It had been manly I would have
cried. We spent a week drying out our goods. We
crossed the lake all right, and are now as far as we
can go into the country. Thus far it does not seem
to be much of a gold belt. Miners are discouraged.
Most will go out this fall if nothing is found here.”
On August 9, 1898: “Here I am sitting beside the
Copper River. We are now about 60 miles from the
headwaters of the river. Tomorrow my partner and
I will start a prospecting trip to the Tonsina River.
We will have to carry about 65 or 70 Lbs. each on
our back. I think I will be coming home soon. I hope
that you will not scold because I come home empty
handed. If anyone had found gold I would stay.”
On August 16, 1898: Yesterday, I turned my grub
over to a man who is a practical miner in fact has
done nothing else all his life. He is out of grub but
does not wish to leave. I get half of what he makes
for this coming year until Oct.1/99. I have every
confidence in him, so I feel pretty good, if anyone
strikes it he is pretty sure to do so. I will start down
the Copper River in about 3 weeks. I plan to stop at
Dyea and Skagway, then come on to Seattle. Want
you to come west and meet me in Seattle.”
Dr. Norton’s wife, Charlotte, joined him in Seattle.
From there they went to Heppner, Oregon where he
established a practice. His daughter, Charlotte,
was born there in 1903. Their family moved to
Albany, then on to Eugene in 1919 where he set up
practice. In 1922, he helped found Eugene Hospital.
He was a well loved family doctor until his death in
1933. Dr. Norton, his wife Charlotte, a son, Dr.
Norton G Winnard, and daughter Charlotte Winnard
Lemon are all buried in Eugene Pioneer Cemetery.

GENE FOLEY (cont.)
Yelena performs Modern Dance and teaches
dance with the Polaris Dance Theatre in Portland,
of which she is a founding member.
Gene Foley currently serves as an advisor to
several non-profits. A Board Member/Director with
Eastern Washington University Foundation in
Cheney,WA; a Board Member of the Polaris Dance
Theatre; and, of course, a Board Member of the
Eugene Pioneer Cemetery Endowment Fund.
As a Board Member, Gene Foley is supportive of
activities which would further advance the historical
nature of our cemetery. His long-term dream is,
that, someday, a residential structure befitting the
nature and setting of our cemetery will replace3our
resident caretaker’s trailer and also the current
maintenance building.
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ROTOGRAVURE FROM 2006 MEMORIAL DAY OBSERVANCE

A
Reading the May 1868 Orders of Gen. John Logan
B
Reciting the Gettysburg Address

Row of Newly-Planted Conifers.
Today, these seedlings stand just 18 inches high
and are busy establishing their roots. 10 years from
now, they will stand chest high. In 25 years they will
be as tall as a three-story house. 60 years from
now, each of these Douglas Fir trees will tower more
than 100 feet above the cemetery grounds.

C
Shasta Middle School Choir – “America the Beautiful”
D
Shasta Middle School Band – “Omaha Beach”
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E
Guest Speaker, U.of O. Prof. Matthew Dennis
“Memorial Day History”

F
Presentation of Memorial Wreath by Shasta Youth
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What’s Happening with the Cemetery Entryway and Sign Project?

By Sara Leiman, Treasurer of Eugene Pioneer Cemetery Endowment Fund
We are making progress on this needed improvement project at the Cemetery! Since last report in the
spring, our landscape architect consultant, Kate McGee, has submitted an application to the City of
Eugene Planning Department with the designs of our proposed new entryways and signs at the west auto
entrance of the cemetery, at the corner of 18th Ave. and University St., and at the head of the stairs across
from McArthur Court.
Since the Pioneer Cemetery is designated as a special historic place on both National and City Historic
Registries, any changes must match the historic character of the place. Ms. McGee is working with your
Board and Mr. Ken Guzowski, senior planner, Eugene Planning Division, to ensure our signs fit the site in
the historical sense, both in design and construction materials. These will be permanent structures, and
will identify our Cemetery and highlight these entrances.
The Association Board has approved construction of the first sign to be erected as weather permits at the
corner of 18th Ave. and University St. It will sit up on the bank above the sidewalk on Cemetery ground
and be highly visible to cars and pedestrians at this busy intersection. We hope this will kick off a special
fundraising campaign to build the other two projects.
We would like to extend our special thanks to Kate McGee for her help with this project. She has kindly
worked at her reduced, non-profit rate and will continue to oversee the construction of these structures.
Thanks, Kate, for your contributions to our Cemetery and our community.

Fall Work Party - A Great Success

By Quentin Holmes, President of Eugene Pioneer Cemetery Association
Under the able leadership of Board Member George Beebe, our Fall Work Party tackled the South East
section of the Cemetery. By prior arrangement, a crew of ten workers from the Lane County Sheriff’s
Forest Work Camp came up from Alma, Oregon on Friday, September 30th. Under the supervision of
Sgt. Greg Fox, the sheriff’s crew cut down brush, reclaimed overgrown lots, and trimmed flowering trees
and shrubs. (Meanwhile, Board Member Sara Leiman trimmed low hanging limbs on a number of large
conifers using a “chainsaw on a pole”.) The resulting organic debris completely filled up two, 32-foot long,
commercial dumpsters. By the close of the day
some 3 acres looked open, well cared for, and
very inviting.

SEEN IN THE CEMETERY

Ruth Lake Holmes and her son Quentin take a
break during the Spring Work Party in May.
(Photo taken by George C. Beebe)

By 3:15 PM, A Second Dumpster
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Was Completely Filled Up!
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EUGENE PIONEER CEMETERY ENDOWMENT FUND

.

by Sara A. Leiman, EPCEF Treasurer
We would like to thank those that contributed to the Eugene Pioneer Cemetery
Endowment Fund from Fall 2005 to Fall 2006. You share our vision for the future of this
historic, hallowed ground. We CAN both preserve the integrity of this graveyard, and
preserve the place as a beautiful open space in the neighborhood.
$500 or more:

$50-$99:

Up to $49:

Dr. Robert A. Carmichael
Clarence Hemple
Deahn C. Kincaid

Carol and William Holeman
Helen M. Reed

P. Aldous
Del Koke
Charles E. Lake
Quentin A. Holmes
Jack C. Straton
Maria D. Tanner

$100-$249:
Gene Foley Jr.
Doug Green
Margaret J. Hewitt

The Eugene Pioneer Cemetery was founded in the era before perpetual care cemeteries.
Families relied on family members who were able and lived nearby to keep up the burial
plots and the grounds. Some families still keep up their plots. But in the modern era,
many family members have passed on or moved away, and we must rely on annual
donations to the Association and income from The Endowment Fund to pay for mowing,
pruning, rock, stone resetting, fencing, signage, upkeep and improvements. Your capital
contributions to The Fund will be preserved permanently to generate income to help with
expenses. Please consider a donation to The Fund, now or in your estate plans. Your
donations are tax deductible.

Eugene Pioneer Cemetery Association
c/o Ruth Lake Holmes
881 Oakway Road
Eugene, OR 97401
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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