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History of the Mitchell Family Plot in the Pioneer Cemetery in Eugene.

by D. Crystal Struckmeier Mitchell, Lot Owner
Milton D. Mitchell (1852-1933) purchased the family plot [plot No. 484] in 1912. He moved to Oregon from
Maine. He was a partner in Garrett and Mitchell Realty. He died at the age of 81.
His wife, Bertha Adams Mitchell, (1858-1890) died from pneumonia at age 31.
His second wife, Frances Marion Mitchell, (1859–1951) died at age 92.
Henry R. Mitchell, son of Milton D., (1882-1930) was a Building Contractor in Eugene. He and his partner
built the Eugene Hotel, the Oregon Hotel, the Miner Building, and the Mitchell Building. He died of a stroke
at age 48.
His wife, Nellie Mitchell Walrath, (1889-1969) died
at age 80. The ashes of her second husband,
Edward Walrath, are also buried in the plot.
Milton R. Mitchell, son of Henry and grandson of
Milton D., (1910-2006) was Fire Dispatcher and
Administrative Assistant from1946 to 1956 when
the State took over the Tillamook Burn and
rehabilitated the forest. He worked for the State
Highway Department for 20 years and retired as
Federal Aid Officer of the Right-of-Way Division.
His wife, D. Crystal Struckmeier Mitchell, (1921- )
will be buried in this plot at her death. She was one
of the first women Fire Lookouts during World War II.
She worked with Milton in the Forest Grove office
from 1946 to 1956. During the next 20 years she
worked for five different State agencies and retired as
Assistant to the State Budget Administrator.

THE MITCHELL FAMILY PLOT.
(Photo taken just before Memorial Day 2007.)

(Editor’s Note: D. Crystal Struckmeier Mitchell currently resides in Bend, Oregon.)

Lane County Sheriff’s Forest Work Camp.

by George C. Beebe, Board Member of Eugene Pioneer Cemetery Association
Several years ago I contacted the Lane County Sheriff’s Forest Work Camp to work in the Cemetery. They
generally work for us twice a year (just before Memorial Day and again shortly after Labor Day). A crew
consists of ten men and a deputy. They do mostly the heavy pruning which is very important to the overall
look of the Cemetery. It’s a real pleasure to work with the camp and they are all hard workers. The last
couple of years the University of Oregon and the Cemetery have been working together to improve the
overall maintenance of the Cemetery. On these work party days (and as needed) they have furnished a
large tractor with a blade on the front and a hydraulic bucket on the rear end, and also a tractor operator,
employee Tim King, the U. of O. Member of the E.P.C.A Board of Directors. This too has helped the
appearance of the Cemetery.
The University is improving the landscaping for McArthur Court and Hayward Field because of the
upcoming Olympic Trials in July 2008. A combined effort of the Cemetery, University, and the Work Camp
recently spent three days of hot, dirty, and very hard work clearing off approximately 1500 feet of
overgrown bank along the East side of the Cemetery. It included many tons of English Ivy, brush, and
other invasive plants. The University hauled off the brush to be turned into compost. The steep bank was
then covered with compost furnished by the University. The University will landscape the bank this Spring
in time for the Olympic Trials. It should look great!
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(Editor’s Note: Pictures on the facing page illustrate the work done during these three working days.)
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PICTURES FROM OUR FALL
WORK PARTIES

WORK DAY ONE:
Sheriff’s Work Camp
removing “Old Growth Ivy”
along East Side of the
Cemetery.
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8/30/2007

WORK DAY TWO:
Backhoe from UO Facilities
Services removing ivy vines
and roots from steep bank
along University Street.
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9/13/2007

WORK DAY THREE:
Sheriff’s Work Camp
smoothing out the
layer of compost.
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A Glimpse into the Future

By Quentin A. Holmes, President of Eugene Pioneer Cemetery Association
The sixteen acres that comprise the Eugene Pioneer Cemetery are hallowed. The people who rest there
spent their lives making our city, our county, our state and our country the place it is today. These past
few years have seen heart-warming progress in maintaining and improving the Cemetery. Whether to
visit the grave of a loved one or to simply enjoy a respite in an open and inviting green space, one can
walk through the cemetery and feel safe and uplifted. Currently, when someone comes to us seeking to
locate the final resting place of a relative we can tell them the appropriate family plot and how to find that
plot in the Cemetery. From that point on it is all up to them. However, thanks to Dorothy Brandner, a
retired medical records transcriber who lives on the West side of Eugene, a new thing is underway.
Dorothy has taken upon herself the task of linking all
available information about burials to a map of the
Cemetery. She recently completed a similar task for
Oak Lawn Cemetery (former Benton Memorial Park) in
Corvallis, Oregon. Basically, she works from existing
written records (I.O.O.F. Lodge, Eugene Pioneer
Cemetery, Lane County Genealogical Society and the
U. of O. Knight Library) to create a map with embedded
information. The resulting digital database resides
inside the memory of a computer. When completed,
the result will reside on a personal computer located in
our maintenance building. Querying on a person’s
name will return the number of their family plot. Then,
clicking on that plot will display a diagram depicting the
burial spaces within it. Finally, clicking on a specific
burial space will bring up the Name, Date-of-Birth and
Date-of-Death of the person buried there. When
completed, in a year or so, this computerized database
will allow us to quickly and accurately tell people not
only the Cemetery Plot where their relative is buried,
but also the location of each individual’s grave space
within that lot, and each individual’s birth/death dates.
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MOCK-UP OF COMPUTER DISPLAY.

Memorial Day Ceremony Organized by Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War (SUVCW)

by Quentin A. Holmes, President, Eugene Pioneer Cemetery Association
“This was the nicest Memorial Day Ceremony that I have ever been to.” (a spectator on May 28th, 2007).
Tireless work over a period of many months by Mr. Randy Fletcher and fellow members of Sons of
Union Veterans of the Civil War produced an inspiring ceremony. Some 500 people were on hand for:
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

An invocation – led by Dr. D.H Shearer, SUVCW;
Pledge of Allegiance – American Legion Color Guard;
Orders of General John Logan. GAR – read by Lt. David Burkett, SUVCW;
National Anthem – Shasta Middle School Band, conducted by Mr. Joe Ingram;
History of the GAR Plot – Mr. Randy Fletcher, SUVCW;
Presentation of Memorials – by Patriotic Organizations and Descendants of Veterans;
Musical Presentations – Shasta Middle School Band conducted by Mr.Joe Ingram,
Shasta Middle School Choir directed by Mr. David Fitch;
Poem, “In Flanders Field” – read by Mr. Bob Potter, American Legion Post 83, VFW;
Benediction – led by Dr. D.H Shearer, SUVCW;
Rededication of GAR Plot – SUVCW;
Taps – Bugled on an Civil War era bugle by Steve Betschart, SUVCW;
A 3-Volley (i.e., 21-Gun) Musket Salute – SUVCW;
Re-enactors portraying Civil War Medal of Honor recipient Louis Renninger (and also a Civil War Nurse)
– Mr. Scott Dano / Dorris Ranch in Springfield, (Nancy Gowins / Dorris Ranch).

Our heartfelt thanks to the Randy & Karen Fletcher, the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, and 4
to all who made this Memorial Day so memorable!
(Editor’s NOTE: The rotogravure on the facing page conveys some of the splendor and pageantry.) 4

ROTOGRAVURE FROM MEMORIAL DAY 2007
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AMERICAN LEGION COLOR GUARD

B

MAIN SPEAKER - RANDY FLETCHER
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War.

PLACING OF MEMORIALS
Flowers were placed on graves of veterans
from each of our nation’s wars.

D

SHASTA MIDDLE SCHOOL BAND
Listening to “In Flanders Fields” being read
by Mr. Bob Potter, American Legion Post 83.
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3-VOLLEY (TWENTY-ONE GUN) MUSKET SALUTE
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War.
E

F

CIVIL WAR MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENT
Re-enacted by Mr. Scott Dano of Dorris Ranch.
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ROBERT CARMICHAEL (cont. from Pg.1 )
Bob attended school at Condon Grade School,
Roosevelt Jr. High, and South Eugene High School
(Class of 1960). Each Summer, he worked at the
local cannery, Agripac. Those were the days! In
1959, Bob bought a 1936 Plymouth car with 10,000
miles on it for $50. Bob worked the night shift
because it paid better and you could get in an extra
2 hours by staying on to hose down the machinery.
Working on Saturday earned you 1-1/2 time, and
hours on Sunday earned double-time. Diligently
working each Summer, provided him with enough
money to attend college for another year. Bob’s
first year of college was spent at Pacific Lutheran
University. His second year at the University of
Oregon where he was a member of Kappa Sigma
fraternity, and earned a 4.0 grade point average.
His Junior year of college was back at Pacific
Lutheran, and his Senior year was spent at the
University of Washington where he was steered in
the direction of dentistry as a profession. Bob
earned a Doctorate in Dental Science from the
University of Washington.
He met his future wife, Judy Hebert, at Agripac in
Eugene. The two hadn’t met before although they
lived just 5 blocks apart - his family on Orchard
Street and hers on Agate Street. Bob going to
public schools while Judy went to parochial schools.
Bob entered active duty as a Dentist in the Army.
(“I was too tall for the Navy, and my eyesight wasn’t
good enough for the Air Force.”) On Aug 4, 1967,
he and Judy were married ”behind the white rail” in
a Catholic ceremony in Fort Hood, Texas. It was a

very moving ceremony complete with an archway of
crossed swords, and the Bishop in attendance!
In early 1968, Bob received orders to Vietnam. His
duty station – a camp in Dak To – was right on the
border with Laos. “Our outfit had three MDs and a
dentist. Our main job was to save lives, and I’m
glad for that(not for the war).” When things would
calm down, the four of them would go out to nearby
hamlets to help the natives. “And people would line
up to have their problems dealt with.” (see photo)
Judy gave birth to their first son, Scott, in October
1968. However, Bob’s duty station was so remote
that he didn’t get word about it from the Red Cross
for a month! Their second child, Shelley, was born
in April 1970, and their third, Jill, in May 1980.
Bob’s tour of duty was up in 1969. He returned to
Eugene and took over the practice of Dr. J.D.Tye.
His office was on the second floor of 861 Willamette
Street (directly over Del Rey Café and Hoffman’s).
In 1971, Urban Renewal was in full swing so Bob
moved his dental practice to Suite 300 in the
Medical Arts Bldg, (now Hult Plaza) at 401 E. 10th.
Bob served as Scout Master for the Cub Scout pack
at Washington School for 7 years. In 1980, needing
to get back to their roots, He and Judy purchased a
300-acre combination ranch-and-timber farm eight
miles west of Creswell. They log sustainably, run
Suffolk ewes, and also run Polled Hereford cows.
They own a Black Angus bull and the calves
produced are called “Black Baldies” (deep black
bodies and small heads with a characteristic white
blaze). He and Judy now have three grandchildren.
Each of whom brings them great pride & joy.
Bob’s hobbies include fishing, hunting, and
antiques. This year was his best yet for
hunting. He drew a pronghorn antelope tag
and a mule deer tag for the Silvies Unit,
and bagged each on their respective
opening days! Vacation trips include visits
to local antique stores where he and Judy
often find “collectibles”.
When asked “What would you like to see in
the Cemetery, someday?” Bob Carmichael
replied, “I would like to see more flowering
trees and shrubs in the landscaping.” He is
deeply impressed with the quality of the
people that are on the EPCA and EPCEF
Boards, and their devotion and intense
interest in not only the present, but also the
future of Eugene Pioneer Cemetery.

U.S. Army Captain Carmichael, DDS – 4th Infantry Division
Treating village children in a hamlet near Dac To, Vietnam in 1968.
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First Sign Project Completed!

By Sara A. Leiman, Treasurer of Eugene Pioneer Cemetery Endowment Fund
In May, our first granite and masonry sign identifying the cemetery was completed on the northwest corner
of University St. and 18th Ave. If you haven’t been by to see it, please make the trip. The modest sign
makes such a huge difference!! The incised letters have been painted black for ease of reading. The
formal date of origin (1872) and
original owners (I.O.O.F.) are
honored. Some said that modern
people will not know what I.O.O.F
stands for, but we see this as an
historic moment to recognize the
Independent Order of Odd
Fellows for their foresight in
establishing this cemetery.
The Cemetery now has the
beginnings of a visible, visual
identity long needed. Coupled
with the other recent improvements
in and around this area of the
cemetery, we have definitely
‘notched it up’. The city recently
constructed a nice-looking
retaining wall along the north side
5/12/2007
of 18th Ave. along with bike path
and parking meter improvements.
NEW SIGN AT 18th AND UNIVERSITY STREET.
AND, The Cemetery hired the
Elegant new sign at the corner of 18th and University Street
Sheriff’s work crew to work with
helps identify our historic cemetery to people passing by.
volunteers, EPCA Board member
and University of Oregon Facility Services man Tim King, and a U. of O. backhoe and dump trucks to clear
out English ivy all along the bank on the east edge of the Cemetery. Thanks to the University and Tim King
for their collaboration with us in dealing with this exotic, invasive plant (listed as such by city).
With completion of our first sign, we are kicking off
our fundraising campaign to construct the next
sign and entryway to be located at the traditional
driving entrance on the west side of the Cemetery.
Our second project will be two handsome pilasters
(i.e., pillars), on either side of the gravel road,
constructed also of stone with polished granite
signage. Our Cemetery’s West Entrance is the
main entrance not only for autos, but also for many
other visitors to the Cemetery. Construction is
currently underway on a large addition to the U.
of O. Music Building. As an integral part of that
construction, a new access road will be built which
runs along between the improvements to the
music building and Cemetery property. When
completed, that new access road will run north
from the corner of 18th Ave. and Potter Street to
reach our existing main West-to-East gravel road.
If you wish to contribute to the Cemetery Sign
Project, please send your charitable contribution
to the Eugene Pioneer Cemetery Association
marked for “Cemetery Sign Project”. Thank you!

RECENTLY SEEN IN THE CEMETERY

SMALL BOY – BIG EQUIPMENT!
A five-year old boy passing through the cemetery
7
with his mother was enthralled by Tim King and
the Univ. of Oregon backhoe he was operating. 7

EUGENE PIONEER CEMETERY ENDOWMENT FUND

by Sara A. Leiman, Treasurer of EPCEF
Our
Cemetery is fortunate to have TWO groups that exist solely for the benefit of keeping
.
it up and enhancing it in a respectful and historically appropriate way. The Association
takes care of the day-to-day maintenance and gets projects done. Your donations to the
Association help make it the beautiful spot in the city that it is today.
The Endowment Fund is a permanent, non-profit, charitable fund. Money contributed to it
is never spent, but invested conservatively to provide long-term income. Interest earned by
the Fund gets transferred to the Association to help pay expenses. Since the Cemetery is on
the Federal List for Historic Places, it is protected from major land use changes. A healthy
Endowment Fund will assure the Cemetery is properly cared for after we are all gone.
The Fund asks for donations to continue to build capital funds to meet the challenge of rising
costs. Please consider a gift today, or a bequest in the future to the Endowment Fund. We
express our special thanks to our donors from Fall 2006 to Fall 2007:
$500 or more:

$50-$99:

Up to $49:

Deahn C. Kincaid
William P. Lightfoot
D. Crystal Struckmeier Mitchell

Ingrid Carmichael
Charles C. Harshberger
Holmes Archie Holman
Clayton R. Jones Sr.
Julie E. Marlatte
Mary Jean Pagter
Helen M. Reed
Everett G. Smith
Carol E. Thompson

Marjorie and Laurence Crook
Ramon and Jean Fuller
Wm. and Carol Holman
Quentin A. Holmes
Mrs. Peter Jensen
John Smeed
Charles E. Lake
Kevin B. Runey
Roger S. Smith
Ada Ruth Whitmore
Garth E. Wilson

$100-$249:
Gene E. Foley Jr.
Doug Green
Margaret J. Hewitt
Geraldine T. Leiman
Robert McBride
Marilyn Milne, in memory of Leota Sims
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