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TRADITION & REMEMBERANCE: MEMORIAL DAY 2009

by Jane Burek
Gathering around the sun-spackled G.A.R. plot, some 250 visitors attended the
Eugene Pioneer Cemetery’s 2009 Memorial Day Observance. It was a respectful
ceremony that honored fallen veterans of foreign wars both past and present.
Planned by Mr. Randy Fletcher, the annual ceremony included a welcome by
EPCA Secretary Ruth Lake Holmes. Ruth shared the story of the Civil War Soldier
statue to the attentive crowd. As often happens, restless children and dogs quickly
quieted down as the speakers and activities began.
Paul Gilbertson, the
adjunct of American Legion
Post 3, gave the invocation
followed by the Pledge of
Allegiance led by the
American Legion Color
Guard. General Orders No.
11 of Gen. John Logan,
G.A.R. was read by Harold
Slavick, Commander, Louis
Renninger Camp No.1 of
the Sons of Union Veterans
of the Civil War.
The main speaker was
May 25th, 2009
Randy Fletcher,
GATHERING FOR THE MEMORIAL DAY OBSERVANCE
Secretary/Treasurer Edward
D. Baker Camp No. 6 of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War. Randy
Fletcher who told of the life of one man, buried in Oregon, who served in the Grand
Army of the Republic (G.A.R.). We call the plot in the center of our cemetery the
"Civil War Plot". They call it "The G.A.R. Plot".
Aug. 29th, 2008
Preserving tradition and offering thanks was the spirit of the day. Paul Gilbertson,
EPCA Vice-President, told a Register-Guard reporter in attendance,” I’ve kept the
program basically the same. I don’t see any reason to change it.” A news article
and a color photo were on the front page of the Eugene Register Guard newspaper
the next day, May 26.
The ceremony continued as music wafted through the towering trees from the
Shasta Middle School Band conducted by Joe Ingram and Concert Choir directed
by David Fitch. Wearing dress shirts and ties, rows of youth performed the “Star
Spangled Banner” and ‘America the Beautiful.” Each year the clear voices and
significant talent displayed by these young musicians is a pleasing and especially
hopeful part of the program. Also participating was Boy Scout Troup #186.
“It’s always nice to see the young kids, vets, and new faces each year. This is a
th, 2008
genuine community event,” commented a young father from Eugene. ItAug.
was29
the
sixth year he and his wife have brought their teenage sons to the Memorial Day
Observance to honor military veterans.
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TRADITION… (cont. from Pg.1 )
Bob Potter of American Legion Post No. 3 read the somber “In Flanders Fields” by Colonel John McCrae.
The Presentation of Memorials was an especially touching moment with mothers, sisters, and family
honoring veterans from World War II, Korea to Iraq and Afghanistan.
These memorial wreaths were offered by Daughters of the Union Veterans Tent No. 2; Sons of the Union
Veterans Camp No. 1 and 6; Veterans of Foreign Wars Post No. 293 and American Legion Post No. 3. It
was a somber reminder and show of respect for the ultimate sacrifice.
With reverence, “Amazing Grace” was played by a bagpiper.
Next, there was the dramatic (and always popular) three volley musket salute by the Sons of Union
Veterans of the Civil War. Finally, an emotional rendition of “Taps.” Military wives dabbed at their eyes with
handkerchiefs. Veterans exchanged handshakes and knowing looks.
Our heartfelt thanks to the Randy & Karen Fletcher, the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, and to
all who made this Memorial Day so memorable.

BURIALS DATABASE FOR PIONEER CEMETERY COMPLETED

By Quentin A. Holmes, President of Eugene Pioneer Cemetery Association
All available historical information on burials in the Eugene Pioneer Cemetery has now been brought
together into a single database.
Dorothy Brandner, an EPCA Board Member, has spent two years systematically going through more than
thirty-five historical sources looking for the names of individuals who were buried in our Cemetery. Sources
she drew upon in compiling her Database of Burials in Eugene Pioneer Cemetery included: “The Centennial
History of Oregon 1811-1912,” “Spanish American War rosters,” “World War I Draft Registrations in Oregon,”
“Database of Lane County Residents, 1930.” “Cemetery Records” by Lane Historical Society, 1942,
“Alphabetical Listing of Purchaser & Interred in Pioneer Memorial Cemetery,” 1983, “Pioneer Cemetery Block
Maps,” by Dr. Ralph W. Leighton, U.of O., 1994, “Pioneer Cemetery Book” compiled by Otilya Lay, Oregon
Geological Society, 2001. In addition, Dorothy carefully read through all the burial records that were kept by
Musgrove Family Mortuary, Poole-Larson Mortuary, McGaffey Funeral Home, Vetch-England Funeral Home,
and the Creswell Funeral Home.
As a result of Dorothy’s comprehensive research, we can say that some 4,200 individuals are at rest in
our cemetery. For most, their full name and the exact location of their grave is known. For some, their
name is known and we are certain that they rest
within our cemetery – however the location of their
RECENTLY SEEN IN THE CEMETERY
grave is not precisely known. For a handful of
individuals, their name is known – however they
may, or may not, have actually been buried in our
cemetery.
In due time, the capability to search these burial
records will be implemented on our website,
Xhttp://www.eugenepioneercemetery.orgX
A printed version is currently being made into a
limited edition book entitled, “Eugene Pioneer
Cemetery: A Compendium of Burials.”
The Board members of Eugene Pioneer
Cemetery Association and the Eugene Pioneer
Cemetery Endowment Fund are deeply grateful
to Dorothy Brandner for her monumental effort
and for her determined persistence whenever
she is faced with a tough puzzle.

August 30th, REMOVING
2009
PILES OF TREE LIMBS
Earlier this year, an arborist cut down dangerous branches
and dead/dying trees throughout the cemetery. Here, EPCA
members are busy picking up the last of the limbs and debris
near the Mitchell Plot.
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ROTOGRAVURE FROM MEMORIAL DAY 2009

A

May 25th, 2009
PLEDGE OF ALLIGIANCE
Lead by the American Legion Color Guard

B
RUTH LAKE HOLMES, EPCA Secretary-Treasurer
Telling the story of the Civil War Soldier Statue.

C
BOY SCOUT TROOP # 186

D

E

May 25th, 2008
SHASTA MIDDLE SCHOOL SYMPHONIC BAND
Conducted by Joe Ingram.

THREE VOLLEY MUSKET SALUTE
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War.
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“PIONEER DAY”

by Quentin A. Holmes, President
Eugene Pioneer Cemetery Association
On July 24th, 1847 Mormon pioneers arrived in
what would later become Salt Lake City, Utah.
“Pioneer Day” is an important Mormon holiday.
Usually, members of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints celebrate this holiday with a
party. However, this year – in honor of Oregon’s
150th year of Statehood – volunteers from the
church commemorated this holiday by doing
something “Pioneer-oriented”.
Under the leadership of their president, Gary
Martin, more than 150 people from the Eugene
Oregon Stake of the Church of the Latter Day
Saints came to our cemetery on Saturday, July
25th to work on cleaning it up. Working alongside
them was caretaker George Dull. George Beebe,
Tim King, Sara Leiman, Quentin Holmes, Ruth
Holmes, Ev Smith, and Dorothy Brandner not
only provided guidance, but also assisted.

July 25th, 2009
START OF OUR WORK DAY IN THE CEMETERY
Members from the Eugene Stake of the LDS
Church assemble by the maintenance building.

Men, women and children did a host of needed
clean up tasks throughout the entire Cemetery.
Many of the people cleaned moss and lichens
from historic old memorials. A number of people
trimmed shrubs and cut down low-hanging limbs,
while the hardiest of the workers spent their day
hauling piles of old tree limbs to a 32-foot,
commercial dumpster.
George Beebe - the EPCA Board member who
oversees all of our Cemetery work parties –
commented afterwards, “Never have we had so
many people helping us clean up the Cemetery –
It’s just amazing what they accomplished!”

July 25th, 2009
GARY MARTEN, STAKE PRESIDENT
Giving instructions about what things need to be
done at various places in the cemetery.

Thank You, members of the Eugene Stake for
helping our Cemetery.

July 25th, 2009
GIRLS AND BOYS AT WORK CLEANING A MEMORIAL
To avoid scratching old tombstones, wooden sticks
and water were used to remove the lichen and moss.

THE T-SHIRT SAYS IT ALL!
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EUGENE PIONEER CEMETERY ENDOWMENT FUND

by Ruth Lake Holmes, EPCEF Board Member
The Eugene Pioneer Cemetery was established in an era before perpetual care
cemeteries. In those days people relied on relatives who lived nearby to keep up the
family burial plot and help keep the Cemetery grounds looking nice. Today, a few families
are still able to actively maintain their own plots. However, most of our older members are
no longer physically able to clean and maintain their family plot. In addition, we live in an
era when younger generations often live far removed from where they grew up. Hence,
our Cemetery relies on annual donations to the Association and interest earned on the
Endowment Fund to pay for mowing, pruning, rock, stone resetting, fencing, signage,
upkeep and improvements. Your capital contributions to The Fund will be preserved
permanently to generate income to help with expenses. Please consider a donation to The
Fund, now or in your estate plans. Your donations are tax deductible.

Eugene Pioneer Cemetery Association
c/o Ruth Lake Holmes
881 Oakway Road
Eugene, OR 97401
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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