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Eugene Pioneer Cemetery Association
Paul Gilbertson is a native Eugenean who has
seen many changes since his school years at
Eugene High in an era when Eugene High
and University High were the High Schools.
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Union Civil War Veterans Honored in Eugene Pioneer Cemetery

by Randy Fletcher
Colonel Edward D. Baker Camp, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War
When Union Civil War veteran George Doty passed away in 1887, there was no money to pay his funeral
or burial expenses. Doty was a member of Eugene Grand Army of the Republic (G.A.R.) Post #7 and the
Post agreed to pay half of the $30 expense with Lane County picking up the other half of the bill. Thus,
George Doty became the first person buried in the Civil War plot of the Eugene Pioneer Cemetery,
located at the corner of 18th and University streets across
from McArthur Court on the University of Oregon campus.
Union veterans of the Civil War formed the G.A.R. in 1866 as
a fraternal organization. The G.A.R. became a powerful social
and political force in America for decades.
Following the Civil War, six of the next seven U.S. presidents
were Union veterans. In Eugene, veterans formed the
General J.W. Geary, Post #7, of the G.A.R..
The Geary post purchased a cemetery plot to provide for Post
members and other Union veterans who needed burial space.
In 1903, Union veteran John Covell’s estate,valued at $2,500,
specified that a monument honoring his fellow soldiers be
placed at the GAR plot where he was laid to rest. His bequest
was challenged in court by Covell’s “relatives”, but a Eugene
judge ruled in favor of the G.A.R.. The result is the 25-foot
blue marble statue of a Union infantryman that stands guard
over the soldiers who rest beneath it. The statue was carved
in Vermont and shipped by rail to Eugene. The 8-ton statue
was brought to the cemetery by an 8-horse team and raised
by block and tackle.
G.A.R. graves number 57
Statue of Civil War Soldier in
There are 57 known graves in the Eugene G.A.R. plot, at
the
Eugene Pioneer Cemetery.
least 10 unmarked. There are six women and three children
buried among the veterans. One child is the son of a Pennsylvania cavalry sergeant. Little is known about
the other two children or why they were buried here, except their names and ages when they died. Three
markers in the G.A.R. plot are for veterans known to be here, but their exact grave locations are unknown.
One of the men buried is not a Civil War veteran. He is Charlie Mead, who was just 19 when he joined the
army in 1898 to fight in the Spanish American War. Private Mead, from Siuslaw, contracted influenza and
died during basic training in San Francisco just five weeks after enlistment. His body was shipped home
and buried with full military honors with an escort by the Eugene G.A.R. Post and a rifle salute by the
Oregon National Guard.
Two sets of brothers lie side by side beneath the statue. John and Crawford Dobson served together in
the 37th Illinois Infantry before heading west to Oregon. Brothers John and Henry Dykes from Iowa fought
together and are buried in a single grave. At least four of the interred veterans were foreign-born, having
immigrated from England, Ireland, Canada and Germany.
Forty nine of the men buried here served in the army, two in the navy. Thirty-four soldiers served in the
infantry, ten in the cavalry and five in the artillery. Two served as musicians. Illinois is the most heavily
represented state, with eleven buried in the cemetery, followed by Minnesota and Wisconsin, with five
each. One veteran, James Brown of the 47th Ohio Infantry, was captured by the Confederates and
survived confinement at the infamous Andersonville prisoner of war camp.
After George Doty was buried in 1887, G.A.R. plot interments continued for more than 50 years. The last
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person to be buried here was Mary Townsend, widow of veteran Horatio Townsend. Mary Townsend was
laid to rest beside her husband in 1939.
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Louis Renninger: A Civil War Hero,
and Early Lane County Resident

by Ruth Lake Holmes, Sec. – Treasurer
Eugene Pioneer Cemetery Association
Louis Renninger was born in Ohio on August 25th,
1841. When the Civil War broke out he enlisted in
the 37th Ohio Volunteer Infantry and rose to the
rank of Corporal.
By 1863, the Union Army had already secured the
Port of New Orleans. However, the Confederate
Army held what appeared to be an
impregnable position in Vicksburg,
Mississippi. For a number of
months, Union General Ulysses
Grant had been trying without
success to seize Vicksburg. It was
not easy. Vicksburg lay on the east
side of the Mississippi River. It was
built high above the water on a rocky
cliff. As the river flowed by Vicksburg,
it turned in sharply at the base of the
cliff and then continued on to the gulf
of Mexico. Confederates had placed
cannon all along that sharp turn in the
river. Enemy boats trying to pass by
made easy targets. Cannon fire from
that bluff had indeed sunk several
Union supply ships.

After the war, Louis Renninger married, and moved
out to Lane County. He settled in the Mohawk River
Valley near what is today Marcola, Oregon. The 1900
census listed Louis Renninger – occupation: farmer –
his wife, Elizabeth, and six children ranging from 1 to
14 years of age.
Louis’ family missed him on the evening of November
24th, 1908 and on the morning of November 25th they
found him dead in the barn. At first it was thought that
he had been kicked to death by the mules, but a local
physician who examined his body found that the
actual cause of his death was a massive heart attack.

The Battle of Vicksburg.
On the morning of May 19th, 1863,
(Painting by Kurz and Allison, Circa 1888)
General Ulysses Grant launched his
army of 30,000 troops in what he
Louis Renninger was buried in the Eugene Pioneer
hoped would be a crushing assault on Vicksburg.
Cemetery (the I.O.O.F. cemetery at that time). His
But in the fighting the Union Army was thrown back
fellow comrades of the Grand Army of the Republic
about three miles. On May 22nd, Grant ordered a
held services for him at the Renninger family plot.
second assault using a storming party to attack the
bluff. One of the key leaders of that volunteer party A Medal of Honor marker, obtained from the
government, was just installed on Louis Renniger’s
was Corporal Louis Renninger. The day saw over
grave. It will be formally dedicated on Memorial Day.
3,000 Union casualties.
Renninger was only 22 years old at the time, but
his brave party charged up the bluff. Their actions
were instrumental in gaining control of the whole
length of the Mississippi River for the North. In
effect, physically splitting the Confederacy.
Later, Renninger was cited for “Gallantry in the
Charge of the Volunteer Storming Party” and
awarded the prestigious Congressional Medal of
Honor. These seemingly innocuous words, actually
denoted that Renninger was where the enemy fire
was the hottest and danger of death the greatest!
After the Battle of Vicksburg, President Lincoln
wrote a letter to a friend in Illinois saying “Peace
does not appear so distant as it did.”
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Medal of Honor Bronze Marker.
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Civil War Plot Restoration Project

by Randy Fletcher, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, and
Quentin Holmes, Eugene Pioneer Cemetery Association
During the 60+ years since the last burial in the Civil War Plot, Oregon weather, growing tree roots and
vandalism have taken their toll. In 2006, the members of the Colonel Edward D. Baker Camp of the Sons
of Union Veterans of the Civil War, the legal and spiritual successors of the Grand Army of the Republic
(G.A.R.), agreed to tackle renovation of the plot. The entire restoration project is scheduled for completion
by Memorial Day 2007.
This Herculean undertaking has
drawn upon the time, energy,
resourcefulness and community
spirit of many people and
organizations. However, the
Sons of the Union Veterans of
the Civil War have led the way.
All of the monuments have been
cleaned using an effective, but
safe, procedure - developed by
Karen Fletcher - for cleaning
marble headstones. Randy
Fletcher worked with the
Veterans Administration to
obtain government-issued
Feb. 8th,, 2006
military markers for seven
BEFORE – G.A.R. Plot in Pioneer Cemetery.
veterans’ graves that had been
unmarked (some for over 100
years). Nine other headstones
that were damaged or illegible
have also been replaced.
Several of the old headstones
that were leaning have now
been reset. There are six
unmarked civilian graves in the
G.A.R. burial plot. Three of them
belong to wives of Civil War
Veterans and three are small
children. While the government
provides headstones free-ofcharge for all military veterans,
there is no benefit for family
members buried in private
Apr. 1st, 2007
cemeteries. The Sons of Union
Veterans are working with Lisa
TODAY – G.A.R. Plot in Pioneer Cemetery.
Ponder of Heritage Stone to
create appropriate monuments – every grave deserves a permanent memorial! Substantial
participants/contributors to this project include: The Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War; Farmers
Insurance Group; The Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War; Heritage Stone; The Home Depot;
Eugene Pioneer Cemetery Association; Jerry’s; Emerald Pool and Patio; Hertz; Wal-Mart; Coastal Farm
& Ranch; Eugene Tile and Marble; Marna Broekhoff; Carolyn Hall; and the Fletcher Family.
Through the efforts of the Sons of Union Veterans, the final resting places of 143 Civil War veterans
buried in the Eugene Pioneer Cemetery have been documented. Included is Medal of Honor
recipient Louis Renninger and two Civil War nurses: Thirisa Chamberlain Gossett and
L. Elizabeth McNett Rehm. There is one known Confederate veteran buried in our cemetery as well.
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SEEN RECENTLY IN THE CEMETERY

PAUL GILBERTSON (cont.)
and I often cleaned three or four plots belonging to
other folks who no longer had any descendents to
look after their graves.”
Paul’s Father died at age 68. As Paul’s Mother
grew older, Paul personally took care of her. She
passed away several years ago and is buried in
Resthaven Cemetery alongside Paul’s Father.
Paul is an active member of the Veterans of
Foreign Wars and also of the American Legion.
Thirty-five years ago, when the remaining
members of the Civil War Veterans organization
became too few to conduct the annual Memorial
Day Ceremony, attorney Fred Stickels phoned
Paul saying, “‘The main speaker that I had in mind
for this Memorial Day can’t come. Would YOU be
willing to give the speech?” And Paul came out
and had so much fun doing the program that he
has continued to be responsible for it - keeping the
same format - as he will be doing in 2007.

SIGMA PI HELPING PICKUP THE CEMETERY.

As an “Altruistic Campus Experience”, members and
Paul certainly lives very much in the present.
friends of Sigma Pi fraternity spent Saturday, March 3rd
Paul’s integrity and spirit has helped keep the
picking up trash and fallen limbs in our cemetery. As a
Association going through the good times and the new fraternity on the U. of O. Campus, Sigma Pi is
difficult times. His ready smile and dry wit have
determined to make a difference!
served him and the Association well. When asked
about his vision for Pioneer Cemetery in the future, Paul said, “It is to continue to see the Cemetery as an
asset to the community, and to have the community show ‘Perpetual Respect’ for those buried here who
formed much of what Eugene and Lane County have become today.” Our Association is indeed
fortunate to have Mr. Paul Gilbertson serving as our Vice-President.

EUGENE PIONEER CEMETERY ENDOWMENT FUND

.

by Quentin A. Holmes and Sara A. Leiman
Mea culpa! In the Spring Newsletter we missed several names of folks who contributed
to the Eugene Pioneer Cemetery Endowment Fund between the Fall of 2005 and the Fall
of 2006. Here is the corrected list. Bless you, one and all. You share our vision for the
future of this historic, hallowed ground. We CAN both preserve the integrity of this
graveyard, and preserve the place as a beautiful open space in the neighborhood.
$500 or more:

$100-$249:

Dr. Robert A. Carmichael
Clarence Hemple
Clayton R. Jones Sr.
Deahn C. Kincaid

Gene Foley Jr.
Doug Green
Margaret J. Hewitt

Up to $49:
P. Aldous
G. D. Christian
Del Koke
Charles E. Lake
Quentin A. Holmes
Roger S. Smith
Jack C. Straton
Maria D. Tanner
Margaret
Vanderberg
G. E. Wilson
Mary Lou Wipper

$50-$99:
The Eugene Pioneer Cemetery was
Charles C. Harshberger
founded in an era before perpetual
Carol and William Holeman
care cemeteries. We rely on
Julie E. Marlette
donations to the Association and
Helen M. Reed
income from the Endowment Fund
to pay for upkeep as well as
improvements. Your contributions to The Fund are preserved
permanently to generate income to help with expenses. Please consider a donation to
The Fund, now or in your estate plans. Donations are tax deductible.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Combined Annual Meetings of Eugene Pioneer Cemetery Association and
Eugene Pioneer Cemetery Endowment Fund, Inc.
Will be held Saturday, May 19th, 2007 from 1:00 to 3:00 P.M.
LOCATION: The First Congregational Church
1050 E. 23rd Street
Eugene, Oregon.

Memorial Day and Dedication Ceremonies at Eugene Pioneer Cemetery
A Memorial Day Service will be held at 11:00 a.m. on Monday, May 28th, 2007 at the Civil War Veteran’s
Plot. This formal service will feature members of the Sons of Union Veterans dressed in full Civil War
military uniforms, and will include an eulogy taken from the G.A.R. ceremonies of the 1890's and a musket
salute to rededicate the newly-restored G.A.R. Plot. The inspiring Shasta Middle School Band and Choir
will perform music from the Civil War era. Please Come!
Immediately following, the military marker for the grave of Medal of Honor recipient Louis Renninger will
also be dedicated. Skilled re-enactors, dressed in period costumes, will relate real-life stories from his era.

Eugene Pioneer Cemetery Association
c/o Ruth Lake Holmes
881 Oakway Road
Eugene, OR 97401
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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