SPIRIT OF THE PIONEER
A newsletter for the families and friends of
the Eugene Pioneer Cemetery
(Across from McArthur Court)

FALL 2014
2014 MEMORIAL DAY OBSERVANCE: Tell Their Stories!

by Jane Lake

In 2006 a soldier named Luke
Salyer, currently a third year
University of Oregon law
student, was called to active
duty and sent to Camp
Speicher in Tikrit, Iraq
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In Salyer’s heartfelt Memorial
Day address this past May, he
spoke of a fellow airborne
infantry soldier named “TJ.”
TJ’s courage, optimism and
indefatigable will to ensure the
safety of all men and women in
his platoon were legendary.
But Salyer never met TJ. You
see, TJ. died the morning
Salyer arrived in Tikrit. Luke
Salyer was TJ’s replacement.
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Mr. Luke Salyer, Iraq War Veteran,
Giving Keynote Address (Memorial Day 2014)

“Even though I didn’t know TJ, the way he died saved the platoon that backed me up the
whole time I was there,” said Salyer. He came to know TJ from the stories told by the men
and women who served by his side while he was alive.
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The 2014 E.P.C.A Memorial Day Ceremony was the first time Salyer has publically spoken
Seen Recently in the
about his experience in the Iraq War.
Cemetery
“Part of the reason I chose to share TJ’s story is I feel often times people have a difficult
time thinking about those who gave the ultimate sacrifice. The loved ones who return can
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be embraced. There’s a tangible reward in that, one that the deceased don’t have,”
explained Salyer.
Eugene Pioneer
Aug. 29th, 2008
Cemetery
As the somber crowd listened, Salyer offered insight. “It’s what we remember that reflects
Endowment Fund
who we are.

Salyer explained that vivid accounts of courage, perseverance and strength allow new
generations to “cherish tenderly” the service men and women who gave their lives for a
free and undivided republic.
“When I was asked to speak it was an incredible honor. Being able to being a part of a
ceremony that reminds us why Memorial Day is a holiday means a lot,” said Salyer.
In keeping with the intent of the first “Decoration Day” in 1886 to honor fallen patriots,
Salyer reminded the crowd that, “The troop’s safety and our safety comes at a price. To
remember is not enough: Tell their stories!“
Our traditional Memorial Day program was organized by Jim Walsh, Commander
Aug. 29ofth, 2008
Eugene American Legion Post #3, who gave the opening welcome(See PHOTO B ).
( Cont. on Pg. 2 2014 MEMORIAL DAY… )

Any Comments or
Questions?
Please write or
phone us!
EPCA
c/o Ruth Lake Holmes
881 Oakway Rd.
Eugene, OR 97401
Phone: (541) 345-8686
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2014 MEMORIAL DAY … (Cont. from Pg.1 )
The traditional Memorial Day program this year also included an invocation from David Elliker-Vaasberg,
Chaplain of Post #3 (PHOTO C ). Jerold Linville, the 2nd Vice Commander, lead the Pledge of Allegiance.
Amid a few raindrops, there were several patriotic musical performances by the Shasta Middle School band and
choir; there was a 3-volley Black Powder rifle salute from the Sons of the Union Veterans of the Civil War
(PHOTO D ); and the reading of “In Flanders Fields” by Jesse Lohrke (PHOTO E ). A souful rendition of “Taps”
was played on a civil war era bugle by Captain Steve Betschart of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War
(PHOTO F ). The formal ceremony closed with “Amazing Grace” by the Eugene Fire Bagpipe Band, and the
Shasta Middle School playing “The Stars and Stripes Forever” (PHOTO G ).
Following the ceremony, the Sons of Veterans Reserve Co. B 71st Pennsylvania Infantry marched a short
distance from the Civil War plot for a service to dedicate the headstone for Civil War Soldier Private Adelbert
Seldon Walkley (Companies C & E 13th Illinois Calvary.) Four descendants of Private Walkley were in
attendance for the dedication, which included a brief biographical sketch of their relative’s service thanks to
research conducted by EPCA Board Member, Dorothy Brandner.
Additional thanks for the success of the annual event goes to Boy Scout Troop #182 who placed American flags
on the graves of Veterans in the Eugene Pioneer Cemetery, and also assisted in the ceremony.

HERITAGE ROSES IN EUGENE PIONEER CEMETERY

by Quentin A. Holmes, EPCA President
Our Cemetery is blessed with rose bushes that date back nearly a hundred years ago. Indeed, an article in the
31 May 1914 Eugene Morning Register reads,
Flowers More Numerous than Ever ̶ It was noticed at the I.O.O.F. Cemetery yesterday that roses, and other
flowers were more numerous than ever. The season was several weeks earlier this year than usual and roses
are really past their prime, but they are so numerous that no grave in the Cemetery is without one or more
bouquets.
In May of this year, EPCA Board Member Helen Liu sent the following to Master Gardiners Leigh Wells and
Carroll Oakley who have helped teach us how to care for these heritage roses,
Hi, Carroll and Leigh,
I want to share with you some pictures of the roses at the Pioneer Cemetery.
Now after having been pruned under your guidance for two seasons, they are doing much better and are
responding by giving us lots of blossoms! The very first one you pruned that was next to the big fir is doing
beautifully with long arching branches full of white blossoms. (It didn't get pruned this last winter so we will be
sure to give it some attention next winter.) The red one used to give us one or two roses each year on spindly
stems. Now look at it!
Thank you so much for the time you put in at the cemetery! We appreciate it!
Helen Liu

5/23/2014
WHITE ROSES IN BLOOM

5/23/2014
RED ROSES IN BLOOM
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5/26/2014
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Jim Walsh / American Legion Post #3
MASTER OF CEREMONIES

5/26/2014
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Chaplain David Elliker-Vaasberg/ American Legion Post #3
GIVING THE INVOCATION

E

D
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War
THREE-VOLLEY BLACK POWDER SALUTE

F

Jesse Lohrke
READING In Flanders Fields

G
Captain Steve Betschart / SUVCW
PLAYING Taps ON A CIVIL WAR ERA BUGLE

Shasta Middle School Band
PLAYING The Stars and Stripes Forever
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SEEN RECENTLY IN THE CEMETERY

8/16/2014
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OUR MOST-RECENT INTERNMENT
Jackie Jones Scott (1936- 2013) is now
at rest in Block 456 Plot # 12
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9/14/2014

TAKING DOWN A HUGE FIR TREE
Bob Andrews, a professional arborist,
took down two dying Douglas Fir Trees
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RESETTING THE MERIAU MARKER
Marker for Stephen & Charlotte Meriau (Board Member
Helen Reed’s Grandparents) now has a new base
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9/14/2014

THE ABOVE-GROUND VAULT GETS A PLAQUE
Lillie Belle Ross Smith (1874-1913) is at rest herein

9/16/2014

9/20/2014
HAULING TREE LIMBS TO THE DUMPSTER
3rd Saturday “Community Service” Workparty
helped cleanup debris from the huge trees
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9/20/2014

WOOD ROUNDS ̶ Waiting to be Hauled Away 5
(Board Member George Beebe & Caretaker George Dull)

.

EUGENE PIONEER CEMETERY ENDOWMENT FUND

by Quentin A. Holmes, EPCEF Board Member
The Eugene Pioneer Cemetery was established in an era before perpetual care cemeteries. Back then
people relied on relatives who lived nearby to keep up the family burial plot and help keep the Cemetery
grounds looking nice. Today, a few lots are still actively maintained by their owners. However, most of
our older members are no longer physically able to care for their family lot. We live in an era when
younger generations often live far away from where they were born and grew up. So, our Cemetery relies
on annual donations to the Association and interest earned on the Endowment Fund to pay for mowing,
pruning, gravel, signage, upkeep and improvements. Please consider a donation to The Fund, now, or in
your estate plans. Your capital contributions to The Fund will be preserved permanently to generate
income to help with expenses. Your donations are tax deductible. The Endowment Fund’s non-profit
registration numbers are: Federal: 51-0175540; State: 110200-13.

Eugene Pioneer Cemetery Association
c/o Quentin A. Holmes
40338 Mohawk River Rd.
Marcola, Oregon 97454 - 9741
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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