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TRADITION AND FLAIR: 2015 MEMORIAL DAY OBSERVANCE

by Mark Mattison, Afghanistan War Veteran
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TRADITION AND FLAIR … (Cont. from Pg.1 )
“For family and friends of veterans who gave the ultimate sacrifice, every day is Memorial Day. The person I
think about is Sergeant 1st class Christopher Gailey who was killed October 22, 2011 in combat. He was age 29
and survived by a wife and two daughters,” recalled Caldwell.
“In serving with Chris, he was the quintessential army ranger – tenacious, brave and incredibly smart and
technically competent. He was someone I respected and looked up to even more than I think he could imagine.”
Caldwell concluded, “On days like today it is important to come together and humbly remind others in the
public to honor all veterans who gave the ultimate sacrifice by living in a way that makes our communities a
good place to live.”
Jesse Lohrke read the somber “In Flanders Fields” written in May 1915 by Canadian Physician, Major John
McCrae. Memorials were presented by Vietnam Gold Star Sons and Daughters.
The inspiring sound of Taps, blown on a Civil War era bugle by Captain Steven Betschart, was followed with a
reverent version of Amazing Grace played by the Eugene Fire Department Bagpipe Band.
The Shasta Middle School Band directed by David Finch gave a spectacular conclusion to the program with
Stars and Stripes Forever.
A special performance following the event was a re-enactment by Portlander and stage actor Steve Holgate as
Abraham Lincoln. Flanked by two, uniformed Civil War re-enactors, Holgate spoke to the crowd with beard and
mannerisms that made one believe they were in the press corps listing to Honest Abe himself.
In an unexpected twist, Mr. Holgate took questions from “members of the press” and answered as one might
expect the 16th President would in his folksy manner.
So, the 2015 Eugene Pioneer Cemetery Memorial Day ceremony passed into history with its own unique flair
and color while retaining the tradition of years past. (Photos from Memorial Day are shown on page 3.)

ABLOOM IN JUNE

by Ja n e L a k e
Blooming heritage roses gracing the Eugene Pioneer Cemetery this spring and summer are a result of careful
pruning and thinning by volunteers and students at an OSU Master Gardener extension class back in March.
Master Gardener Leighton Wells and EPCA Board Member Helen Liu led seven volunteers and community
service workers through the cemetery on the first day of spring to demonstrate Rule# 1 of rose care: Don’t
prune or move rose bushes in the heat of summer.
“Juices are flowing when the rose is not dormant. Each cut is a wound that can spread disease when the plant
is active. For a rose, cut only in January and February – always winter. All other times of the year only take
away only parts that are dead, damaged or diseased,” explained Leighton who often leads Master Gardener
classes that are held at the Eugene Pioneer Cemetery each year.
Clippers in hand and planning ahead for warmer months, Leighton and Helen, along with EPCA resident
caretaker George Dull posed this question to the group at each plot: cut it, contain it or move it? Roses are
technically bushes that naturally span plots and even overgrow markers over time.
“Heirloom roses are all grown from original root stock. They are not hybrids, grafted or clones,” explained
Leighton.
“It’s a challenge to figure out what to do. In a wild
situation like this, a rose will grow like a wild blackberry
bush of sorts. They like fences, tresses and holds that
are away from the ground. They seek full sunlight and
want to spread,” said Helen pointing out “Big Molly,” a
10-foot tall shrub rose bordering 18th Avenue.
“Clearly the cemetery sunlight is at a premium. The
shady spots are what make this a pleasant place for
visitors. So as far as landscape choices go, I wouldn’t
take out a tree for a rose bush,” said Leighton.
After some discussion, the final decision for “Big Molly”
was lots of thinning and clean-up. “We might have made
a tress or hold for it to spread, but my inclination was to
confine this one as best we can given we’re now going
3/21/2015 into spring,” said Leighton.
Helen Liu added, “We could have also taken cuttings.
MASTER GARDENER WORKSHOP
Winter is the time for that.”
at Eugene Pioneer Cemetery
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Jim Walsh / American Legion Post #3
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Shasta Middle School Choir - David Fitch Director
SINGING The Star Spangled Banner
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Rev. D. H. Shearer / Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War
READING General Logan’s Order No. 11
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Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War
THREE-VOLLEY BLACK POWDER SALUTE
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Shasta Middle School Band
PLAYING The Stars and Stripes Forever

Portland stage actor Steven Holgate PERFORMING
“Abraham Lincoln’s 2nd Inaugural Press Conference” 3

ABLOOM IN JUNE … (Cont. from Pg. 2)
Roses at the Pioneer Cemetery are of the ancient variety. Most were planted 80 to 100 years ago by various
families when they interred the deceased. As tradition went, rose bushes were commonly brought in from the
family’s homestead elsewhere. According to Leighton’s best guess, heirloom varieties at the Pioneer Cemetery
have origins from the Northwest, Western States, as well as New England.
“I wouldn’t be surprised, if we looked into it, to find heirloom varieties here from Europe and the British Isles,”
said Leighton.
One distinguished gardener in the class was Laura Campbell, producer for KEZI program “In the Garden” that
airs weekly from April through October. Campbell is earning a Master Gardener certificate from OSU Extension
and admits pruning rose bushes is not exactly top of mind when chill, grey January and February weather keeps
us indoors.
“It’s something that probably should be put on a calendar,” said Campbell. “Around Valentine’s Day, ask
yourself ‘Have I pruned the roses?’ That’s when you want to cut or move roses of any variety.”

MARKER REPAIR ─ 2015

by Quentin A. Holmes, EPCA President
Board member Dorothy Brandner has long been concerned about the deteriorating state of a number of
markers/memorials in our Cemetery. Over a period of several years, Dorothy Brandner has amassed a lengthy
file on markers needing repair. In early 2015 Dorothy helped author a proposal to the Oregon Commission on
Historic Cemeteries for a Grant to repair 12 -16 of them. In early June we learned that the Grant had been
“approved for funding.” The repair work is being performed by Sally Donovan and husband, Bruce, who own
Donovan and Associates of Hood River, Oregon. In-kind support is being provided by Dorothy Brandner,
George Dull, George Beebe, and Ken Guzowski of the Lane County Historical Commission. In formal terms:
TITLE: Marker Repair ─ 2015
FUNDING:
o $2,500 from Oregon Commission on Historical Cemeteries
o $1,500 from EPCA (Cash Money)
o $ (TBD) from EPCA (Volunteer Hours – “In-kind”)
PERFORMANCE PERIOD: July 1, 2015 thru May 31st , 2016.
Dorothy selected a number of downed markers to show to Sally Donovan during her teams 1st visit in June .
“The idea was to chose markers that needed help before they become totally gone, but not try to do the really
impossible ones.” Sally Donovan and her team visited Eugene again in July. Sally’s team returned on August
17th and worked in the Cemetery for the entire week. Thus far, some eleven (11) different markers/memorials
have been repaired/restored under the OCHC grant. Several illustrative pictures are show on page 5:
Photo 1 on Page 5 shows downed markers for two infants from the Zumwalt family during pioneer times.
Infant Herman Zumwalt ─ who died in 1863 at the age of 3 ─ is the earliest known burial in our Cemetery.
Photo 2 shows these same two markers AFTER they were repaired.
When the repair project began, the marker for
Carlile Burbridge was broken in several places
and lying on the ground. Photo 3 shows her
marker BEFORE and AFTER repair.
The most challenging marker to repair thus far
was that of Cora Bell Cummins located in the
Potter’s Field area. Photo 4 shows pieces of
her marble marker laying flat in the ground
BEFORE, and also shows Cora Bell Cummins’
marker AFTER being restored!

8/19/2015
SALLY DONOVAN AND HER TEAM
At work in Eugene Pioneer Cemetery

Ellen Loveridge passed away in 1903, and her
husband, Daniel Loveridge passed away in
1908. Their sandstone marker had a large
chunk split off from its face. Photo 5 shows
their marker BEFORE repairs. Photo 6 shows
this same marker during repair.
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SEEN RECENTLY ─ Illustrative Photographs of Marker Repairs
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8/21/2015
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BEFORE
ZUMWALT ─ Two Markers for Infants

8/21/2015
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AFTER REPAIR
ZUMWALT ─ Two Markers for Infants
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BEFORE
AFTER RESTORING
Marker for Cora Bell Cummins

BEFORE
DURING REPAIR
Marker for Carlile Burbridge
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8/21/2015
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BEFORE
Loveridge Family Memorial

DURING RESTORATION
Loveridge Family Memorial
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EUGENE PIONEER CEMETERY ENDOWMENT FUND

by Quentin A. Holmes, EPCEF Board Member
The Eugene Pioneer Cemetery was established in an era before perpetual care cemeteries. Back then
people relied on relatives who lived nearby to keep up the family burial plot and help keep the Cemetery
grounds looking nice. Today, a small number of lots are still actively maintained by their owners.
However, most of our older members are no longer physically able to care for their family lot. We live in
an era when younger generations often live far away from where they were born and grew up. These
days, our Cemetery relies on annual donations to the Association and interest earned on the Endowment
Fund to pay for mowing, pruning, gravel, signage, upkeep and improvements. Please consider a donation
to The Fund, now, or in your estate plans. Your capital contributions to The Fund will be preserved
permanently to generate income to help with expenses. Your donations are tax deductible. The
Endowment Fund’s non-profit registration numbers are: Federal: 51-0175540; State: 110200-13.

Eugene Pioneer Cemetery Association
c/o Quentin A. Holmes
40338 Mohawk River Rd.
Marcola, Oregon 97454 - 9741
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

6

