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It is with sadness in my heart that I tell you of the passing of Steve Betschart due
to the Coronavirus. Captain Steve Betschart was a member of the Sons of Union
Veterans of the Civil War (SUVCW), and profoundly played Taps on a Civil War era
Stephen Smeed
bugle at our Cemetery’s Memorial Day Ceremony each year since 2007.
Landmark Hotel
Owner
Steve was born on October 19, 1948 in The Dalles,
Oregon to Wilma and Glenn Betschart. He was the
youngest of three sons. He is survived by his
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brothers Ron Betschart and Russ Betschart. He spent
Stephen Smeed
his youth hunting rattle snakes, swimming in the
Landmark Hotel
Owner (Cont.)
Gorge, and picking Bing cherries. Steve attended
The Dalles High School and enjoyed playing trumpet
Smeede Hotel – Silver
Service Hospitality
in the band.
Steve attended Oregon College of Education
(Western Oregon University) in Monmouth, Oregon,
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and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in
Stephen Smeed
Education in 1971 and a Master of Arts in Teaching
Landmark Hotel
Capt. Steve Betschart
Owner (Concl.)
in 1977.
(1948 – 2020)
Military Marker for a
Steve began his teaching career at Dallas High
Spanish American
School in 1970 as an Intern and continued to teach American History, Social
War Veteran
Studies, Psychology, and Drivers’ Education there until his retirement in 2003. He
Seen Recently in the
then went on to teach part-time as an adjunct teacher for Chemeketa Community
Cemetery
College for several years. Steve had a passion for teaching that was evident to all,
but his students remember how he brought history to life. His work inspired
Page – 5
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numerous historians, writers, and educators to continue in his path.
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Steve’s love of history was also expressed by his dedication to Civil War
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reenacting. For thirty-one years, he was a member of the Northwest Civil War
Council, the First Oregon Volunteer Infantry, and the Twentieth Maine living history
Eugene Pioneer
Cemetery
groups. He participated in Civil War reenactments in several states and can briefly
Endowment
Fund
be seen in the movie Gettysburg and an episode of Rescue 911. He played cornet in
the Third Brigade Band, a historic Brass Band, and served as the company bugler
Any Comments or
for many years. Steve once had the opportunity to play Taps on Little Round Top.
Questions?
His reverent and moving rendition of the song has brought many to tears. Steve
Please write or
facilitated and participated in living history presentations at schools throughout
phone us!
Oregon. He was a Member of the Sons of Union Veterans, and a Brother of the
Col.
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Edward D. Baker Camp No. 6 where he was serving as Junior Vice Commander at
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40338 Mohawk River Rd.
the time of his passing. He served two terms as Camp Commander (2012 and
Marcola, OR 97454
2013). For the Department of the Columbia, he was serving as Department
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Holmes3324@MSN.COM
Musician and Chairman of the Department Nominating Committee. He had
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previously served as a member of the Department Council. In the Sons of Veterans

IN MEMORIUM: Steve Betschart (Cont.)
Reserve (SVR) he held the rank of Major, and was the Commander of both Company B, 71st
Pennsylvania Infantry and the Sixth Military District.
Steve was a devout Christian. He attended Salem First Church of the Nazarene, played trumpet in the
church orchestra, served on the board, and taught the Open Heart Sunday School class. Steve was a
mentor, a peacekeeper, a leader, and an example to many, including his family. His dedication to
studying the Bible was evident in his teaching and his advice. We could always count on him for Godly
counsel, wise guidance, and loving support. He was particularly helpful during times of uncertainty and
anxiety. He frequently shared his favorite verses including Phil 4:6-7 “Do not be anxious about
anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus.”
Steve was a devoted family man. He married Karen Phay in 1973. They were blessed with three
children: Annette Keen (from his first marriage to Lynne Fadness), Jennifer Betschart, and Matthew
Betschart. He adored his three granddaughters Kimbraly Smith, Allison Keen, and Willow Betschart
and, like a grandson, Maason Coffelt. Steve had a great sense of humor and big laugh. He was kind,
gentle, and tender hearted.
Steve and Karen traveled extensively. His favorite trips were a “Band of Brothers” tour of Europe, a
trip to Israel, the Panama Canal cruise, and any trip that included his family.
Steve died of the Covid-19 coronavirus and went to be with his Lord on April 2, 2020. He is survived
by his wife, Karen Betschart; children Annette Keen, Jennifer Betschart, and Matthew Betschart;
granddaughters Kimbraly Smith, Allison Keen, and Willow Betschart; and two brothers Ron Betschart
and Russ Betschart. Steve touched many lives and will be remembered as a Christian, a teacher, and a
friend. [NOTE: Private Internment was at the Dallas Cemetery.]
REAL PEOPLE, REAL PLACES, REAL HISTORY
Stephen Smeed (1842-1930): Landmark Hotel Owner
by Jane Lake
A rainy week before Thanksgiving in 1875 businessman Stephen Smeed and his family of four arrived
by stage coach in Eugene, Oregon. Recent emigrants from England to Wisconsin, they’d decided to
travel west by rail from Omaha, Nebraska to San Francisco.
“It took five days for us to come from Redding
(CA) to Roseburg,” recalled Stephen in a 1916
article in the Eugene Daily Guard. The roads were
rough and washed out by floods. Trunks had to be
shipped separately.
“Eugene was the first place between Sacramento
and Portland where we could receive our baggage.”
So they stayed.
Oregon Pioneer Stephen Smeed (1842-1930) is at
rest, along with his wife Elisabeth "Eliza" Swaffer
Smeed (1846-1911) in the Smeed family's lot in
Block No. 516 of the Eugene Pioneer Cemetery.
“The first winter we were here, the weather was
unusually mild, and the season was long. I
STEPHEN & ELIZA SMEED
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remember eating Christmas dinner with Uncle Jimmy, and we had green peas just picked from the

Stephen Smeed (1842-1930): Landmark Hotel Owner (Cont.)
Smeede Hotel: Silver Service Hospitality
by Jane Lake
Dinner at the Smeede Hotel was an elegant affair.
Visitors, local patrons and noteworthy guests like
1896 presidential candidate William Jennings
Bryan were treated most royally.
Located in an Italianate style building steps from
the Eugene Train Station, owners Stephen and Eliza
Smeed offered “splendid” dining at a reasonable
price.

SMEED FAMILY LOT IN EUGENE PIONEER CEMETERY

vines,” reminisced Smeed in a news article
commemorating his 41 years in Eugene.
At first Stephen took an interest in the hops
business. He purchased a tract of land in
Walterville in the fertile McKenzie Valley.
Although he sold it in 1918, it was a thriving hops
farm well into the 1930s.
The couple settled into a house on West 10th
HOTEL SMEED IN EUGENE, OREGON
Street in Eugene, where they raised their three
Now
on the National Registry of Historic Places
children: William, Carrie and Herbert.
A 1915 advertisement in the Eugene Daily Guard
In the 1880s Smeed purchased a three-story
promoted
Christmas dinner at the Smeede Hotel
Italianate style building from Charles Baker for
with “the finest Turkeys and geese on the market.”
$12,000. He opened “The Baker Hotel” in 1885
For 50-cents a guest, holiday festivities began with
on Willamette Street near the Eugene Train
oyster
soup and fried fillet of Sole. The next course
Station. The name changed several times. It
was
braised
suckling pig with apple sauce. Also,
became Hotel Smeede in 1907, with the extra 'e'
banana fritters and maple sauce.
added for embellishment.
The main course included both “Roasted Oregon
(See sidebar Smeede Hotel: Silver Service
Turkey, Chestnut Dressing and Cranberry Sauce”
Hospitality)
and “Roast Young Goose with Gooseberry Sauce.”
Listed on the National Register of Historic
A variety of vegetable and fruit salad sides were
Places, Hotel Smeede remained in continuous
served as well.
operation until the early 1970s.
Dessert consisted of “Hot Mince, Pumpkin Pie,
Assorted
Cakes, Nuts and Raisins.”
An eye for a good investment, Smeed was the
first local businessman to purchase city bonds in
1911 for an electric street light system downtown. He purchased $5,000 of the $14,000 in bonds to
install lamp posts along Willamette Street.
“That meant people could easily and safely be out and about at nighttime. They could come to his hotel
and enjoy supper or stay for the night,” said Glenn Smeed, one of Stephen Smeed's great-grandsons.
A well-regarded and affable gentleman, there was a fair amount of local interest in the Smeed family.
In February 1912 the Eugene Daily Guard printed an “Interesting Letter from Stephen Smeed who is 3

Stephen Smeed (1842-1930): Landmark Hotel Owner (Concl.)
in England.” Spanning three pages, Smeed described a mid-winter tour of Europe with his son Herbert.
Born in Peashmarsh, Sussex County, England, Smeed noted, “The climate of England is very much
like that of Western Oregon. And the winter there has been mild like it is here.” On his homeward trip
he was “struck that his favored spot, Oregon, reminded him very much of the country he most recently
left.”
Sadly, Eliza Smeed died Nov. 11 1911 in Ashland of long-standing heart trouble and dropsy. She and
Mr. Smeed had left earlier in the month in hopes that the change would benefit her health.
Eliza was survived by her children and husband.
At the age of 88, Stephen Smeed died Dec. 24, 1930. His contribution to the hospitality offered to
visitors during Eugene’s formative years endures to current times.
[NOTE: Special thanks to a Great-Grandson of Stephen and Eliza, Glenn Herbert Smeed Jr., who
currently serves as President of the Eugene Pioneer Cemetery Endowment Fund. Photos courtesy of
Ralph Smeed, a Grandson of Oregon Pioneers Stephen and Eliza Smeed.]
A MILITARY MARKER FOR SPANISH AMERICAN WAR VETERAN
LeRoy Perdew (January 7, 1877 – March 23, 1948)

Raymond

Raymond LeRoy Perdew, a veteran of the Spanish American War, has
been at rest in Grave Plot No. 5 in Cemetery Block 505 in Eugene Pioneer
Cemetery since 1948. As is sometimes the case in historical Cemeteries,
Perdew was a veteran who had no marker on his grave. Thanks to research
work by our Genealogist, Dorothy Brandner, a military marker for him was
recently obtained from the U.S. Veterans Administration.
Born in Iowa in 1877, Perdue served in Company A of the 4th Division of
the U.S. Calvary from May 27, 1898 – February 23, 1899. Elements of the
Fourth U.S. Cavalry were sent to the Philippines during the Spanish
American War. Arriving too late to take part in the actions of that war, the
unit soon found itself involved in the Philippine-American War. After the
Spanish American War was over, Perdew was stationed at Fort Bailey, in
southern Oregon. Upon mustering out of the Calvary, he moved to
Eugene, Oregon and worked as a real estate salesman. Perdew
enlisted/reenlisted in the Oregon National Guard
SEEN RECENTLY IN THE CEMETERY
eight times (1903-1906; 1906-1907; 1907-1908;
1908-1909; 1909-1910; 1910-1911; 1911-1912;
1912-1913). The final 7 years of his life were
spent in the VA Hospital in Roseburg, Oregon.
He passed away on March 23rd, 1948.
Today, there is a military marker on Raymond
LeRoy Perdew’s grave. Members of the Sons of
Union Veterans of the Civil War (SUVCW)
came to our Cemetery on September 22nd, 2020
and helped set his marker. Our thanks go to Tim
& Kathy O’Neal/Dallas, OR and Randy & Karen
Fletcher/Eugene OR, and also to EPCA Board
June 6th, 2020
Members, Dorothy Brandner & George Beebe.

PLANTING A HERITAGE ROSE ON SAMANTHA MOESTA’S GRAVE

Samantha Moesta & Master Gardiner Cindy Wise
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EUGENE PIONEER CEMETERY ENDOWMENT FUND

by Quentin A. Holmes, EPCEF Board Member
The Eugene Pioneer Cemetery was established in an era before perpetual care cemeteries. Back then
people relied on relatives who lived nearby to keep up the family burial plot and help keep the Cemetery
grounds looking nice. Today, a small number of lots are still actively maintained by their owners.
However, most of our members are older and no longer physically able to care for their family lot. We live
in an era when younger generations often live far away from where they were born and grew up. These
days, our Cemetery relies on annual donations to the Association and interest earned on the Endowment
Fund to pay for mowing, pruning, gravel, signage, upkeep and improvements. Please consider a donation
to the Eugene Pioneer Cemetery Endowment Fund, now, or in your estate plans. Your contributions to the
Fund will be preserved permanently to generate income that helps with each year’s expenses. Your
donations are tax deductible. The Endowment Fund’s non-profit registration numbers are: Federal: 510175540; State: 110200-13.

Eugene Pioneer Cemetery Association
c/o Quentin A. Holmes
40338 Mohawk River Rd.
Marcola, Oregon 97454 - 9741
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

6

